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for pickles and allowing any which
get too large for pickles to grow to
full slicing size. When the fruits of
the small pickling varieties get too
large, they have to be sold as seconds,
for they are unattractive when full-
grown. For this reason it is better to
plant the slicing types.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS : Cucumber
seed is sown in the open ground as
soon as the soil is warm and all dan-
ger of frost is past. The seed is sown
in hills, 6 or 7 seeds to the hill, and a
quart of starter solution is poured
over them before the soil is replaced.
They should be covered not over an
inch deep in sandy soil and not over
half an inch deep in loamy soils. The
hills should be 4 feet apart in rows 6
feet apart. The plants may be grown
over A-shaped trellises, in which case
they are spaced a foot apart in the
row. They do not grow well on
strings and wires because the wind
whips the leaves too much. The
plants should be given several side-
dressings of liquid fertilizer. No fruit
should be permitted to ripen on the
vines; when plants mature seed, they
immediately decline and die. Gar-
deners make the mistake of leaving
poorly shaped fruits on the vines,
thinking they will grow into nicely
shaped cucumbers. This is a sure
means of shortening the producing
season of the vines. A fruit that is
badly shaped when small, will never
improve and should be picked as
soon as it is seen. Mulching the
plants with hay, straw, or weeds will
help greatly to increase the yield of
the plants and make for a more uni-
form growth. This means much
higher quality in the fruits. Cucum-
ber roots are shallow and cultivation
should be shallow.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: There are
many pests of cucumbers and diseases
are probably more troublesome than
insects. But if the soil is well aerated
and contains an appreciable quan-
tity of pulverized magnesium lime-
stone and there is good circulation
of air around the plants, diseases will
give a minimum of trouble.

Bacterial wilt lives in the stem and
is spread by the cucumber beetle as
it goes from plant to plant and sucks
the juice out of the foliage. The bac-
teria spread rapidly through the
stem, plug up the water lanes, and
the plants wilt and die. The only
control is to keep the beetles from
working by dusting the plants with
lime. If any plants show signs of
wilt, they should be pulled out im-
mediately and burned.

Anthracnose is a spot-disease that
affects the leaves and stems and
sometimes the fruit. It spreads rap-
idly in warm, moist weather; hence,
good circulation of air is necessary
to keep the vines dry. There is less
danger of anthracnose if the plants
are trained on an A-shaped trellis.

Mosaic is a virus disease that
works in the stem and stunts the
growth and deforms the fruits. There
are several different forms, some of
which will kill the plants, starting at
the tips and working toward the base.
If the foliage of an infected plant is
touched and then a healthy plant is
touched, the mosaic will spread. In-
fected plants should be removed and
burned as soon as they are discovered.
There is no other control than to
keep the sources of infection cleaned
out, including the weeds which grow
in fence corners and waste places, as
weeds sometimes carry the disease.

Downy mildews are serious on
many plants and develop during pe-